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DurinG the last summer [ had an'oppor~
tunity of retiring from town to a distant part
of the country, and whilst I was there I ge-
nerally arose very soon in the morning, and
walked out to enjoy the beauties of nature;
and to admire the goodness of God. . One
Sabbath morning I was taking a walk with
a bible as my only companion, and ‘was em-
ployed alternately in beholding the dawn-
ing sun,and in contemplating the superior
glories of him who is called the “Sun of
Righteousness.” Thus engaged, I wander-
ed to a considerable distance, beguiled by
the beauties of the scene, and the interesting
subject of my thoughts, till my attention
was aroused by the sound of a female yoice,
sweetly singing a tune which T thought I
had heard before. Upon looking over a
fence, which separated me from the person
who was singing, I was surprised to see a
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girl who seemed about twelve years old,
walking with a little book in one hand, and
a bag in the other; her rosy cheek.
liv nly eye, and her sweet voice, so ple:
me, that I walked along till we came to a
gate, where we <uddcn1y met each other.
She seemed very much confused at this un-
expoﬂtml meeti| 8> and blushing, hung down

appe aranc
fo go acr:

the fields, and to enter into con-
versation with her. As we became more

acquainted, she was less timid, and told me
of several hm: circumstances respecting
herself, which afforded me pleasure, and
some of which I shall relate. I asked her
to let me look at the book she had in her
hand, thinking it might be a song book or
something of the Lunl but how much wi as
|Yht d, to read the
lowing words written on the cover, in a
beautiful hand :
¢ This little book is given to Susan Smith,
for regular (nwnd(mcr\. constant good beha-
viour, nud great mnpx ovement m the Sun-
day School, by her affectionate Teacher,
MARTHA FIELD.”
Isaid to her, “ My dear, I am glad to se
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you have had this good book given youasa
reward, that you are fond of sin ing its
hymns, and that you love your teacher.”
0 Bioii ot b do I do, (replu‘d she) Miss
Field is sokind; you don’t know how good,
Sir; she taught me to read, and t() sing, and
gm" me this nice book with all its sweet,
1ce I used to spend my
g about the mn"uv\n and
ph}'m;, HI Mr. Field set up the Sunday
School ; but now I like to rise early on the
~olvavh to give praises to (md \m‘ ghty,
along with the larks and %
€0 prettily as the sun ln'nd the hill,
and shines upon our house between the

tre onder.” What, do you live so far off
as that, (nw] I) and how far are you going .,
to your school?” ¢ About two mile
ther, Sir, and this field is about }
bvlt I dun t mind the ance, for I

ep on the Sunday morning, for thinking
and Jong to be at schoo!

01 my teache r
clothes all re

Haying my dy on Saturd
I get up about five o’clock on the Sa
8! k

and then read a chapter, say my prayers,
and look over my catechism, hymns, and
lessons. Then I have my breakfast, and
having put some bread and cheese into this
bag for dinner, I set off for school soon after
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six o’clock; and [ often please, and, I hope,
do myself good, by singing as Igo. Or,if
I am silent, [ pray with my heart, that our
Father who is in Heaven would bless our
dear teachers for being so good to the poor
children, and Miss Field tells us, that God
will hear the prayers of little children, and
the first hymn in this little book says,

% The eternal God will not disdain

To hear an infant sing.”

«Isn’t this true, Sir?” ¢ Yes, my dear,
and I am very glad that you love to pray
and to praise; for no child can be truly good
who does not delight in prayer, nor can any
one expect to join in the songs of heaven,
who dislikes to praise God on earth. But
how do you spend your time at school ?”
«You must know, Sir, that our school is
held in a large school house ; I generally get
there a little before eight, where I meet
many school-fellows abeut my own age,and
vee are all very glad to see each other again
in health and happiness; for one of the girls

_ in our class caught cold and died last winter.
“« At eight o'clock, the three Miss Fields
and their three brothers, come into the
school, then we sing a hymn, and one of the
young gentlemen prays with us. After this,
the children go to their different teachers,
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till the time comes for church ; when we
march out, and often sing as we are going:
across the fields,

‘In the afternoon we meet again, and be-
fore we part, one of the young gentlemen
speaksg few words to us, and when he tells
us about Jesus Christ, I find the tears come
into my eyes, almost without know ing it, to
think that he should show such love to those
who deserved his anger, T hon we sing a
hymn, and always end the service y
prayer.

*When this is done I go hvmo. and I am
sure | have plenty to think on by myse
I am walking ; and. when I am at my fz
ther’s hou&r‘ I tell my parents, and bro-
thers and sisters, of all the good things
have heard, and go to bed blessing God for
all his mcruec,uml lcwwm'r in Ih Sabbath
as the happiest da

“Well, Susan Smith, and wh.\t do you
work at in the week?” « Wiy Sir, I nurse
my little sister, and lake care of my two
young brothers, and mend their clothes ;
feed our chickens, and work in the garde

“But how, Susan, do you find time to
learn, h,.n'uw so many things to do, and so
much work i in the week?” “Why Sir,
get up early in the morning, and generally

, as
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keep my book in my poelg*t. that when I
have a few spare minutes, I may learn a
little, a verse, or an answer of Catechism,
and when ] am nursing my little sister, I say
these over to myself, or sing a verse or two,
and this keeps them fresh in my mind. I
also try to teach my brothers, and this fixes
these good things in my memory.”

% There are many good plans, my little
girl, and I often find in my Sunday School,
that those good children who work hardest,
learn the most; while lazy children, who
deal of spare time, learn hardly
- ’Tisa merey that God Almighty
) us so much.work to do, that he
eep us from being idle and wic zed,
1 people would improve to the ut-
vantages they now have, in-
stead of grumbling at their present sitna
tion, it would be a great deal better for them
and f hers.—Godliness, with content-
eat gain.”
oking at my watch,

I perceived the

, advancing, and m-
d to a considerab i e, I was
obliged to part with Susan Smith. I then

gave her a few little books which I had in
my pocket, and promised that I would send
her some more when I returned to town.
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